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SUBJECT: MAO SAYS SOVIET UNION IS PAPER TIGER 

1 . OCTOBER RED FLAG ARTICLE BY MOST ACTIVE REGIME 
POLEMICIST, LIANG HSIAO, SOURCES TO CHAIRMAN MAY THE PHRASE, 
"REVISIONIST SOVIET UNION IS A PAPER TIGER TOO." THE 
STATEMENT FOLLOWS MAO’S EARLIER QUOTATION, "ALL REACTION- 
ARIES ARE PAPER TIGERS," IS IN SEPERATE QUOTATIONS MARKS 
AND PRINTED IN BOLD PRINT (PEKING REVIEW NO 45.) 

WHILE THIS SLANDER OF THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN CLEARLY 
IMPLIED IN A NUMBER OF RECENT CRITICISMS, THIS IS THE FIRST 
TIME TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THAT THE PHRASE HAS BEEN SOURCED TO 
THE CHAIRMAN. 

2. RESEARCH INTO EARLIER STATEMENTS ON THE SOVIET UNION 
PARTICULARLY AT THE TIME OF THE CHEN PAO (DAMANSKY) 
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BUT AGAIN NO DIRECT SOURCING TO CHAIRMAN MAO. FOR 
EXAMPLE, LIN PIAO IN HIS APRIL 1969 "REPORT TO THE NINTH 
PARTY CONGRESS" STATED: "THE SOVIET REVISIONIST RENEGADE 
CLIQUE IS ALSO A PAPER TIGER" AND THE JOINT EDITORIAL ON 
ARMY DAY THAT YEAR STATED: "US IMPERALISM AND SOVIET 
REVISIONISM ARE TWO PAPER TIGERS." IT IS STILL CONCEIVABLE 
THAT THESE STATEMENTS REFLECT AN F ART , TER MAO QUOTATTON 
WHTCH APPEARS AMONG HIS CULTURAL REVOLUTION PERIOD 
PRONOUNCEMENTS . 

3. NEVERTHELESS, IDENTIFYING CHAIRMAN MAO WITH THE 
CURRENT ANTI-SOVIET POLEMIC STRIKES US AS AN ESCALATION OF 
THE CURRENT PROPAGANDA WAR. IN ADDITION DOMESTICALLY THE 
PRC'S RECENT ATTENTION TO THE THREAT OF WAR AND THE 
INTERNAL EMPHASIS ON WAR PREPARATIONS AT ALL LEVELS, MAKE 
IT POSSIBLE THAT MAO'S WORDS WILL BE USED TO REINFORCE 
THE POPULACE'S SELF-CONFIDENCE IN THE FACT OF WHAT THE 
CHINESE ARE PROPAGANDIZING AS IMMINENT DANGER. 
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